
CBD NEWS ... Spring 2021

Celebrating Passover aound the world
 In a short time we’ll gather around the Pass-
over Seder table, and read what we’ve read for years, 
the story of the Jews’ exodus from Egypt, a story of 
freedom.

 Every day the story is being played out in real 
time, as people across the globe are oppressed, even 
in our own country, seeking freedom and the hope it 
brings for their own futures, and future generations. 

At our Seder Table we incorporate stories of 
freedom. In past years, it has been as simple as read-
ing Martin Luther King’s “I have a Dream Speech,” 
with each person reading a line or paragraph. It is 
very powerful. 

And around the world, Passover has inspired some traditions we might consider unusual. 
Here are a few, compiled from a number of sources: 

•	 In Yemen Jews from Aden, the Adenic community, eat eggs of many styles as the main 
course during the Seder. Today, the Adenim have a more substantial main meal, while 
some families still continue the traditions of their ancestors. 

•	 Try this one. In Gibraltar, where Jews have lived for 650 years, they incorporate the dust 
of bricks, ground up and mixed in their charoset recipe.

•	 In the Polish town of Gora Kalwara, on the seventh day of Passover, they re-enact the 
crossing of the Red Sea by pouring water on the floor, and naming the towns that they 
would cross in their region of Poland, raising a glass at each town.

•	 In some Ethiopian families, the matriarch would destroy all of her earthenware dishes 
and make a new set to mark a true break from the past.

•	 In a custom that began in Spain in the fourteenth century, and adopted by many Mo-
roccan, Turkish, and Tunisian Jews, the Seder leader walks around the table three times 
with the Seder Plate, tapping it on the head of each guest. 

Matzah Making - a painting by Alex Levin

Continued on page 4 
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From Rabbi Adler - 5781

                  PASSOVER 2021
The Talmud offers a verse which has been included in our 
Passover Haggadah. “Bechol Dor Vador …” – “In every 
generation, it is our duty to consider ourselves as if we 
(ourselves) have come forth from Egypt. In other words, 
we have to put ourselves into the shoes (ok, sandals) of our 
ancestors in Egypt and vicariously experience their slavery 
and ultimate journey to freedom.

Sadly, this year, this task of “Bechol Dor Vador’ has been 
made more poignant by the arrival of Covid-19. This year, 

as we gather around the Seder table – more than likely still via Zoom – we think about 
the events of 3300 years ago, and how, with an aching heart, we are truly re-living those 
days.

In those days – the Egyptians experienced many plagues; in our days – we face the  
plague of a seemingly unrelenting virus, in addition to the plagues of loneliness, 
isolation, and fear.

In those days – the Israelites were told to stay in their homes, while the last plague 
hovered over the Egyptians. In our day – we are told to stay in our homes, while the 
plague is hopefully disarmed.

In those days – The Egyptians were grieved by the death of their first born; in our days 
– we grieve for the loss of all life, but especially the death of our elderly, the last born.

In those days – the Israelites were symbolically purified via the waters of the Red 
Sea; in our days – we purify ourselves by washing hands, wearing masks, and social 
distancing.

In those days - the viscous tribe of Amalek attacked the fleeing Israelites; in our days – 
continuing variant strains of the virus

In those days – the Israelites were yearning to be free of the shackles of slavery; in our 
days – we are yearning to be free of our dependence on Zoom and other software.

In those days, the Israelites ate Matzah as the bread of deliverance; in our days – we 
seek vaccination as a means towards deliverance from this awful virus.

In those days – the Israelites cried to G-d, seeking salvation; in our days – ditto!

In our days – we say ‘next year in Jerusalem’; in our days we also say – next year with 
our family and friends – in person!

As you celebrate Passover, Lori and I wish all of you a holiday season filled with 
blessings, peace, prosperity good health and happiness.

 



Chanukah Candle Lighting Prayers 
One candle is added to the menorah each night. The first night, you light only the shammus 
(usually the the highest candle) and one Chanukkah candle. By the eighth night, you light all of 
the candles. 

Candles should be added to the menorah from right to left (like Hebrew writing). The shammus 
candle is lit first. While holding the shammus candle, recite the following blessings.  

Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe 
Who has sanctified us with His commandments and commanded us 
to light the lights of Chanukkah. (Amen) 

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam 
asher kidishanu b'mitz'votav v'tzivanu 
l'had'lik neir shel Chanukah. (Amein)

Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe 
Who performed miracles for our ancestors in those days at this time. (Amen) 

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam 
she'asah nisim la'avoteinu bayamim haheim baziman hazeh. (Amein)

This prayer is said on the first night only. 

Blessed are you, Lord, our God, sovereign of the universe 
who has kept us alive, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this season (Amen) 

Barukh atah Adonai, Eloheinu, melekh ha'olam 
shehecheyanu v'kiyimanu v'higi'anu laz'man hazeh. (Amein)

www.tintCleveland.org/page/Worship/Chanukah-Candle-Lighting-Prayers.aspx

Page 3 ... Congregation Beth David ... Spring 2021

Join Us for a Virtual Tour of Israel
 CBD is delighted to in-
vite you to join us for a special fun 
virtual travel adventure to Israel, 
right from the comfort of your 
own home. The virtual tour is 
scheduled to begin Monday, April 
26 and continue each day, ending 
on Friday, April 30. The tour will 
begin at 4 pm each day. 

  Whether this is your first 
trip to Israel, or you’ve visited 
several times, you’ll find this an ex-
citing experience, filled with new 
adventures. 

 We’ll visit both classic and 
iconic sites of Israel and visit some of the off the beaten path sites that are true gems.  We’ll 
reveal some of the secrets of Israel and hear some exciting stories about the Jewish State.  

  Among the highlights will be a visit to the Kotel (Western Wall), swimming with the 
dolphins in Eilat, rappelling into a salt cave and experiencing the magical and mystical city of 
Tzfat in Israel’s north. We will also visit the Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem and more. 
Come hungry because we will be stopping for the best falafel (or shawarma if you prefer) at 
the Machne Yehuda market (shuk) in Jerusalem. 

  We will meet virtually at the charter counter at Green Airport on Monday, April 26 at 
4 pm, for our virtual flight, but please come a few minutes early because we want to depart 
on time.     

 Keep on the lookout for a link to be able to register so you can reserve your seat and 
get your boarding pass. Seats are limited and previous virtual tours have sold out quickly, so 
save the dates now. The cost for this awesome week will be $50 per household. 

  This tour is part of Jewish National Fund’s (JNF) virtual travel initiative. With the 
skies closed to tourists, JNF has successfully led thousands of virtual tour participants to Is-
rael. Your JNF professional is Dana, and your virtual guide will be Mordechai. You can learn 
more about Dana below and Mordechai by clicking the link (https://tinyurl.com/mordechai-
bio).  

  We look super forward to meeting you.   - We wish you early safe travels or Bon Voy-
age or in Hebrew - Nesia Tova!   -- Dana and Moedecai

Dana Klein is an Israel Programs Admissions Director for Jewish National Fund.  She says 
that her first visit to Israel with her Temple confirmation class on a NFTY trip when she was 
16 was lifechanging!   After graduating from Tulane University, she lived for a year in Yoqn-
eam, Israel as a Sherut Laam volunteer. She received a master’s degree from the Benjamin S. 
Hornstein Program at Brandeis. She is passionate about Israel and believes that there is no 
other way to learn about Israel then by being there.  Her three daughters are all Alexander 
Muss High School in Israel alumni.  
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•	 Hungarian Jews had a tradition of putting their gold and silver jewelry on the Seder 
Table, apparently in recognition of the passages in Exodus that the Israelites re-
ceived gold and silver from the Egyptians. 

•	 In Afghanistan, Jews created the tradition of gently whipping themselves with scal-
lions as a symbol of the Egyptian slave drivers’ whips used against the Israelites.

Getting Good at Getting Older
By Harris Chorney

 In a wide-ranging discussion, Rabbi Laura Geller 
challenged CBD’s seniors to define themselves while tran-
sitioning as seniors and coping with a pandemic that often 
leads to isolation.

 Rabbi Geller, author of Getting Good at Getting    
Older, spoke about challenges facing the “sixty some-
thing” generation at CBD’s January speakers’ program.

 What should this 60 something generation call 
itself -- seniors, Boomers, older adult, and encore, as she 
mentions in her book.  

 She also spoke of the pandemic’s challenges, which hinders socialization, causing loneli-
ness, and the importance of friendship and connection with one another. As we get older, how 
do we navigate fear, how do we find a purpose in our life, how do we handle the transition?

 Rabbi Geller said that perhaps we can find purpose by looking at things we’ve done, or 
by taking a course at Brown University or the University of Rhode Island. 

 The Rabbi spoke about rituals we experience, from our early years to marriage, children, 
and aging and funerals.  What happens in between? 

 She also spoke about the importance of gratitude, incorporating the 100 blessings in 
Judaism, each day and developing this as a ritual for our lives. 

 After hearing Rabbi Geller, I thought about who am I, and how am I managing this 
exploration of getting older? It is with the help of this community that has made a difference. 
What stood out for me is the importance of supporting our community, and being there for one 
another during these challenging times, and creating a community that understands “Getting 
Good at Getting Older.”  

  The book is a good resource to have on hand; how to clean out a parent’s home, how to 
get back to exercising, how to find your purpose, how to discuss with family, mourning and 
moving on, and many more helpful guidelines.

Resources suggested by Rabbi Geller: https://www.jewishspirituality.org/about/common-ques-
tions/   and https://www.hartman.org.il/

From page 1 ... Passover Around the World
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Purim 2021



General Fund

In Memory of  Philip Dworetzky,         
father of Beth Dworetzky
Mark Sweberg
Judith and Allen Kronick
Nancy Chorney
Sally and Harris Chorney 

In Memory of Myron Guttin, husband 
of Rosalie Guttin
Ruth and Irving Weinreich
Joyce London
Esta Avedisian 
 
In Memory of Gertrude Katzanek          
Robin Katzanek
 
In Memory of Mother Hannah          
Rabinowitz
Esta Avedisian

In Memory of Adolph Licht
Ruth and Gerald Kasten 
 
In Memory of Sister Carolyn Dedrick
Liz Karp

In Memory of Sidney Shapiro
Rose Shapiro
 
In Memory of Malcolm Bromberg
Jane and Arnold Bromberg 

In Memory of Parents Grace and Len 
Rapoport 
James Rapoport 

In Memory of Jean Bianchini and    
Morris Levin
Brenda and Carl Levin
 
In Memory of Mother Renee Babat   
Robert and JoAnn Babat

In Memory of Jack Garfinkel
Stephen and Joan Garfinkel 
 
In Memory of Father Harvey 
Malise 
Joanne Malise

In Honor of Rabbi Ethan’s 70th       
Birthday
Judith and Allen Kronick

In Memory of Beverly Philips
Mark Sweberg 
 
In Memory of Father Aaron Gissen and 
Mother-in-Law Mary Karp
Liz Karp

 
In Honor of Rabbi Ethan’s 
70th Birthday and the birth of 
Lori Adler’s Granddaughter                                                 
Liz Karp
 
In Memory of Bernice Shul-
man and Dorothy Amundson                                
Cindy and Dick Amundson
 
In Memory of Robert and Cecile     
Fryefield and Rebecca Roth               
Karen Liner
 
In Memory of Kraner Riseberg
Ronnie Chalek 
 
In Honor of the birth of Lori Adler’s 
Granddaughter
Nancy Chorney 
 
In Memory of Eileen Newman, sister 
of Joyce London
Nancy Chorney
 
In Honor of Gladys Jacober’s 90th 
Birthday
David and Myrna Leven 

In Memory of Aunt, Rita Kupetzky
Robin Katzanek 
 
In support of Programs of Jewish 
Arts and Culture
Gertrude Solomon Education 
Fund 
 
In Memory of  Mother, Pauline 
Poulten
Howard Poulten

In Memory of Eileen Newma, 
sister of Joyce London
Rosalie Guttin
 
In support of CBD 
Susan Parris
Beverly Levitt-Narcisco
Tracey Tebrow
Joan and Gerald Tebrow
 
In Memory of Bonnie Sweberg and 
Morris Phillips
Mark Sweberg
 
In Memory of Cyril Schulman
Susan and Lou Kirschenbaum

In Memory of Evelyn Rahm and 
Louis Kasten
Ruth and Gerald Kasten
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Donations, Jan. 25, 2020 - April 29, 2020
In Memory of Jeannine Light
Gary Light
 
In Memory of Grace Parness
Shelley Parness 
 
In Memory of Judy Chorney
Rhoda Zaidman 
 
In Memory of Mother Margaret 
Starr
Robert Starr
  
In Memory of Frank and Bev 
Pronitz Loss of Loved Ones
Sally and Harris Chorney

In Honor of Rabbi Adler’s 70th 
Birthday, In Honor of the Birth of 
Avery Harper Nelson, Granddaugh-
ter of Lori and Rabbi Adler
Beth Dworetzky 
 
In Memory of  David Chernov
Roberta Levin
 
In Memory of Fathers Norbert 
Schmidek and Hyman Parness
Shelley and Larry Parness 
 
In Memory of Husband Harold 
Jacober
Gladys Jacober 
 
In Memory of Mother Hannah   
Kasten and Brother Matthew Kasten
Ruth and Jerry Kasten

In Memory of Mother Evelyn Vera 
Labush
Harold Labush
 
In Memory of Sally Portman     
Chorney
Alan Chorney 
 
In Memory of Father Morton  
Grossman
Edward Grossman
 
In Memory of Father Sidney 
Babat 
Robert Babat 
 
In Memory of Sylvia Wolf
Arlene Hicks 
 
In Memory of Stephanie Urdang
Scott Nevins
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Donations, Jan. 25, 2020 - April 29, 2020
In Honor of Lori Adler, Nancy 
Chorney, Sally Chorney, Liz Karp, 
Marion Myers and Marc Sweberg 
for their help during recent illness
Deborah Chorney 

In Honor of Lori Adler, Nancy  
Chorney, Beth Dworetzky and 
Marion Myers for all their help in 
making Jerry’s special “Bar Mitz-
vah” very special
Ruth and Jerry Kasten 
 
In Memory of Father Harry Einstein
Beth Casagrande
 
In Honor of Jeff, Karen and Eric 
Jacober
Gladys Jacober 
 
In Memory of Father Walter Markin
Karen Markin

In Memory of Grandfather Jacob 
Katzanek
Robin Katzanek

In Memory of Dr. Janet Gissen, 
Mother of Liz Karp and Mother in 
Law of Peter Stonberg
Judith and Allen Kronick
Sally and Harris Chorney
Arlene and Robert Hicks
Nancy Chorney
Beryl and Elliott Chapman
Deborah Chorney

In Memory of Esther Gabriel, Sister 
of Elliott Chapman and Sister in 
Law of Beryl Chapman
Liz Karp and Peter Stonberg
Arlene and Robert Hicks
Sally and Harris Chorney
Judith and Allen Kronick
Deborah Chorney
Nancy Chorney

In Memory of Norman Nelson, 
Father of David Nelson and Mother 
in Law of Sara Nelson
Sally and Harris Chorney

In Honor of the birth of Avery  
Harper Nelson, Granddaughter of 
Lori Adler and Rabbi Adler
Sally and Harris Chorney

In Memory of Janet and Aaron Gis-
sen, Parents of Liz Karp
James Rapoport

In honor of the Bat Mtzvah of Elise
Fricklas, Granddaughter of Maysy 
and Bob Fricklas
Sally and Harris Chorney

In Memory of Jeff, Karen and Eric 
Jacober
Nancy Chorney

In Memory of Frances Chorney
Esta Avedesian

In Memory of  Florence Gordon
Ruth and Gerald Kasten
 
In Memory of Jean Biancini, Mother 
of Brenda Levin and Mother in Law of 
Carl Levin
Roberta Levin
 
In Memory of Mother Roselyn Charlotte 
Landsman
Jackie Sisun

In Memory of Mother Yetta Jacqueline 
Churchin
Joan Garfinkel
 
In Memory of Gussie Sweberg
Mark Sweberg
 
In Memory of Husband and Father 
Richard Greenberg
Marilyn and Jodi Greenberg
 
In Memory of Evelyn Wolff, Jacob 
Wolff, and Phillip Chapman
Beryl and Eliott Chapman
 
In Memory of  Saul Wolf
Arlene Hicks
 
In Memory of Milton Madison
In Memory of Sanford Shaw
and In Memory of Shirley Katzman
Joan and Jerry Tebrow
 
In Support of CBD
Marilyn Cohenn

In Honor of the Bat Mitzvah of Elise 
Fricklas, granddaughter of Maysy and 
Bob Fricklas
Sally and Harris Chorney

 

In Memory of Father Ben Rabinowitz
Esta Avedesian
In Memory of Ruth Rogol, Mother and 
Mother-In-Law of Neal and Arlene 
Rogol
Bruce and Janice Chace
Jacob and Maybeth Lichaa
John and Margaret Lachut
Judy and Stan Schretter
Jane and Michael Litner
Herbert, Deborah, Jon and Matt Katz
Joan and Sephen Garfinkel
Cindy and Richard Amundson
Cynthia and John Gavin
Nancy Chorney
Lindsay and George Gettinger
Arlene and Bob Hicks
Esther and Steven Levine
Pamela and Samuel Miller
Shelley and Larry Parness
Susan and Ned Rasmussen
Diane and William Rundstrom
Sally and Harris Chorney
Joyce and Larry Wacks
Margery and Rob Maidman
Ruth and Jerry Kasten
Beryl and Elliott Chapman
Stuart Zorn and Nancy August
Donna and Robert Spigel
Denise and Robert Rioux
Liz Karp and Peter Stonberg
Lesley and Robert Landau
Marlene and Bruce Wolpert
 
RABBI’S
DISCRETIONARY FUND
In Honor of Rabbi Ethan and Lori 
Adler
Beth Sturman
 
GLADYS JACOBER BAR/BAT 
MITZVAH FUND
In Honor of Gladys Jacober’s 90th 
Birthday
Caryl Andersen

ANNUAL APPEAL
Karen and Steven Schuster
Robin Katzanek
Sally and Harris Chorney
Esta and Paul Avedisian
Helene and Brian Goldstein
Gladys Jacober
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CBD’s first stay at home NON-GALA
You are Invited to the:  

•	 Fanciest Shebang you’ve ever gone to without going to

•	 Have-a-cocktail whenever you want non-event 

•	 No I wasn’t there because no one was there

•	 Please do not Dress Up!

•	 Please do not hire a babysitter!

•	 Please do not leave your cozy couch!

•	 This delicious dinner will not be happening.

Your support will help Congregation Beth David to continue to serve our 
community – spiritually, socially, educationally, and culturally. 

•	 General Non-Admission: $25 per person – recognition in newsletter. 

•	 Gold Non-Admission:  $60 per person – recognition in newsletter, plus CBD t-shirt. 
(Please provide shirt size. We’ll send the t-shirt)

•	 Family Non-Admission: $150 per couple, includes two t-shirts, a bottle of wine (your 
choice red or white), snacks, and a Diane Schuur CD. (Please provide shirt sizes. We’ll deliver 
the “snack pack.” and wine)

Yes - I’m not attending
Name: ______________________________ Address: __________________________________________

Level of participation:    $25 ___     $60 ___     $150 ___

lFor $60 level please provide t-shirt size  _________

lFor $150 level please provide t-shirt sizes for both individuals ____ ____

plus your choice of red or white wine _______

Please send check and form to Congregation Beth David, P.O. Box 3299,              
Narragansett,  R.I. 02882 by April 10, 2021 You may pay by credit card on 
CBD’s website at www.cbdri.org. 


